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THE ROLE OF ANK IN CATABOLIC EVENTS OF ARTICULAR
CHONDROCYTES
T. Kirsch y, T. Minashima y, K. Campbell y, S. Hadley z, Y. Zhang x. yNYU
Sch. of Med., New York, NY; zBrigham Women’s Hosp., Harvard Med.
Sch., Boston, MA, USA; xCtr. for Joint Surgery, Southwest Hosp., Third
Military Med. Univ., Chong Qing, China
Purpose: The progressive ankylosis protein (ANK) is a transmembrane
protein that transports intracellular pyrophosphate (PPi) to the extrac-
ellular milieu. Lack of functional ANK in ank/ank mice or ank knockout
mice leads to pathological mineralization of articular cartilage, ligaments,
menisci and tendons resulting in arthritic changes because of the reduced
amounts of extracellular PPi, a main mineralization inhibitor. We and
others, however, have shown that ANK is expressed at low levels in
healthy articular cartilage, and ANK expression levels drastically increase
during osteoarthritis (OA) initiation and progression. These ﬁndings raise
the possibility that ANK plays more complex and unknown functions in
articular cartilage and OA pathology than only preventing basic calcium
crystal formation. Therefore, the purpose of this study was to determine
the role of ANK in catabolic events of articular chondrocytes.
Methods: The interactions of ANK with Myb-binding protein 1a
(MYBBP1a) and sphingosine kinase 1 (SPHK1)were identiﬁed using yeast
two-hybrid screening and co-immunoprecipitation. To determine the
role of these interactions in catabolic events of articular chondrocytes,
ank/ank and wild type (WT) mouse chondrocytes or femoral heads were
treated with interleukin-1beta (IL-1b) in the absence or presence of the
SPHK inhibitor, SKI-II. Catabolic marker mRNA levels were analyzed by
real time PCR; proteoglycan loss using safranin O staining and MMP-13
immunostaining were determined in femoral head explants; NF-kB
activity was determined by transfecting chondrocytes with a NF-kB-
speciﬁc luciferase reporter and analyzing nuclear translocation of p65 by
immunoblotting; MYBBP1a nuclear or cytoplasmic amounts were
determined by immunohistochemistry and immunoblotting.
Results: Yeast two-hybrid screening and co-immunoprecipitation
experiments revealed that the N-terminal region of ANK interacts with
SPHK1, whereas the C-terminal region interacts withMYBBP1a. MYBBP1a
isa cytoplasmicprotein that canshuttle into thenucleuswhere it represses
NF-kB transcriptional activity. Consequently, the loss of ANK/MYBBP1a
interactions resulted in increased MYBBP1a nuclear amounts and
decreasedNF-kB activity in IL-1b-treated ank/ank chondrocytes compared
to IL-1b-treated WT cells. The loss of ANK/SPHK1 interaction resulted in
decreased SPHK1 activity in IL-1b-treated ank/ank chondrocytes com-
pared to IL-1b-treated WT cells. Activation of NF-kB-dependent tran-
scriptional activity by IL-1b involves translocation of NF-kB family
members, in particular p65 (RelA) and p50, from the cytoplasm to the
nucleus. The increase of the nuclear p65 amount and the decrease of the
cytoplasmic p65 amount in IL-1b-treated ank/ank chondrocytes were
markedly reduced compared to IL-1b-treatedWTcells. The SPHK inhibitor,
SKI-II reduced the amount of nuclear p65 and increased the amount of
cytoplasmicp65 in IL-1b-treatedWTchondrocytes butnot in IL-1b-treated
ank/ank chondrocytes. Transfection with ank expression vector reduced
nuclearMYBBP1a amounts and fully restored SPHK andNF-kB activities in
IL-1b-treated ank/ank chondrocytes, whereas transfection with P5L
mutant ank that doesnot interactwith SPHK1or F376del ank thatdoes not
interact with MYBBP1a increased SPHK activity or reduced nuclear
MYBBP1a, respectively, and consequently either transfection with P5L or
F376del ank only partially restored NF-kB activity. Finally, lack of ANK/
MYBBP1a and SPHK1 interactions in ank/ank chondrocytes resulted in
decreased catabolic marker mRNA levels, proteoglycan loss, and MMP-13
immunostaining in IL-1b-treated articular chondrocytes or femoral heads.
Conclusion: This study shows that ANK interacts via the N-terminal
and C-terminal cytoplasmic regions with SPHK1 and MYBBP1a,
respectively. The ANK/MYBBP1a interaction results in the inhibition of
the nuclear translocation of MYBBP1a. Nuclear MYBBP1a acts as a co-
repressor of NF-kB transcriptional activity. The ANK/SPHK1 interaction
is a major regulator of SPHK1 activity. Both interactions stimulate NF-kB
activity and ultimately catabolic events in IL-1b-treated articular
chondrocytes. Since IL-1b and NF-kB play major roles in OA patho-
genesis, our ﬁndings suggest that increased ANK expression in OA
cartilage may be a major contributor to cartilage destruction. Future
experiments are needed to fully understand the mechanisms of the
interactions between ANK, MYBBP1a and SPHK1 in OA pathology and
develop strategies to interfere with these interactions as a potential
novel therapy for the treatment of OA.211
OSX-CRE DIRECTED ABLATION OF SITE-1 PROTEASE IN MICE
RESULTS IN KYPHOSIS AND SCOLIOSIS
D. Patra, E. DeLassus, L.J. Sandell.Washington Univ. Sch. of Med., St. Louis,
MO, USA
Purpose: Site-1 protease (S1P) is a proprotein convertase that is pri-
marily known for processing of latent, endoplasmic reticulum (ER)
membrane-bound transcription factors SREBPs and ATF6 to their free
and active form. SREBPs are involved in cholesterol and fatty acid
homeostasis; ATF6 is involved in ER stress response. Cartilage-speciﬁc
ablation of S1P in mice (S1Pcko) using Col2-Cre results in poor cartilage
with a drastic decrease of collagen type II (Col II) in the matrix and a
complete lack of endochondral bone formation, even though the
molecular program for chondrocyte maturation is not disrupted. In a
postnatal model using Col2-CreERT mice, ablation of S1P in postnatal
chondrocytes gradually eliminates the primary growth plate with a
gradual abolition of Ihh and type X collagen expression in the growth
plate indicating a cessation of hypertrophic chondrocyte differentiation.
The goal of this study is to understand the importance of S1P in
chondrocyte maturation in the growth plate.
Methods: The osterix protein is expressed in prehypertrophic chon-
drocytes (as well as in osteoblasts). S1Pf/f mice (homozygous for the
S1Pﬂox allele inwhich exon 2 of S1P is ﬂoxed) were crossedwith Osx-Cre
mice (inwhich the Cre recombinase is under the inﬂuence of the Osterix
(Osx) promoter) to obtain mice with S1P ablation in prehypertrophic
chondrocytes (S1POsx mice). S1POsx mice and wild type littermates were
studied by histology, immunoﬂuorescence, and micro-computed
tomography (mCT) techniques.
Results: Mice with a homozygous deletion for S1P (S1Pf/f;Osx-Cre or
S1Pcko-Osx mice) suffer from severe chondrodysplasia that is visible in
their gross morphology beginning from postnatal day 7. Mice which are
heterozygous for S1P deletion (S1Pþ/f-Osx) have a size intermediate to the
S1Pcko-Osx mice and their wild type littermates; additionally, these mice
are also hunchbacks (kyphosis) which gets more pronounced with age.
Interestingly, mCT analysis not only conﬁrmed the kyphosis in S1Pþ/f-Osx
mice, but also revealed scoliosis in the S1Pcko-Osx mice. Micro-CT analysis
also showed decreased bone mineralization in both mutant mice with
the S1Pcko-Osx mice showing a more drastic decrease than S1Pþ/f-Osx mice
resulting in fragile bones. In embryonic studies, S1Pcko-Osx mice exhibited
a delay in the onset for endochondral bone formation, while the S1Pþ/f-Osx
showed normal onset of endochondral bone formation as the wild type.
In immunoﬂuorescence studies for type II collagen (Col II) distribution,
while the Col2-Cre-directed S1Pckomice exhibited Col II entrapment in all
zones of the growth plate including the resting and proliferative zones,
S1Pcko-Osx mice showed Col II entrapment only in the hypertrophic zone,
but not the resting and proliferative zones; negligible Col II entrapment
was observed in the growth plate of S1Pþ/f-Osx mice.
Conclusions: These results indicate the indispensable nature of S1P for
cartilage and overall skeletal development. S1P is essential for normal
growth plate activity and cartilage formation. The current study also
endorses the importance of S1P in normal skeletal development and is
important for both axial and appendicular skeletal development. For
the ﬁrst time, we demonstrate an important functional link between
S1P function(s) and diseases of the spine. These studies also suggest an
indispensable role for S1P in osteoblasts. Thus understanding the con-
tributions of S1P in cartilage, bone and vertebrae development will
contribute to the understanding of overall skeletal homeostasis.
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ARTICULATING MOTION DECREASES IL-1B INDUCED CARTILAGE
EXTRACELLULAR MATRIX WEAR
R.L. Trevino, C.A. Pacione, S. Chubinskaya, A.-M. Malfait, M.A. Wimmer.
Rush Univ. Med. Ctr., Chicago, IL, USA
Purpose: The cytokine interleukin-1b (IL-1b) stimulates a catabolic
response in cartilage and has been used in vitro to model the extrac-
ellular matrix degradation seen in osteoarthritis (OA). Several groups
have shown a protective effect of mechanical load and compression on
IL-1b induced matrix damage in chondrocyte cultures and scaffold
constructs. Torzilli et al. have demonstrated in multiple papers that this
same effect is seen when applying compressive loads to cartilage
explants. Our laboratory utilizes a novel in vitro cartilage loading sim-
ulator that better replicates the complex motions of loading, com-
pression, and articulation of both the femoral condyles and tibial
